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Demystifying the Revelation: The Meaning 

A Translation of Concepts in the Language of Everyday People 


Perhaps the most mystifying, confusing, and resistant writing in the New 
Testament is the Revelation. Much of the confusion and resistance to the serious 
study of this writing is traceable to the history of opposing viewpoints, and the 
fear of being labeled a liberal or non-believer if your take on its meaning conflicts 
with those who regard themselves as having the final say-so on the matter. 

Another potential contributing factor in the reluctance of serious study of 
this writing is the language used to convey its meaning. Despite the widespread 
disagreement on its meaning, there is universal agreement that an abundance of 
apocalyptic language is employed in its writing. That in itself, however, does not 
clear the ground for the universal acceptance of the meaning, literal or symbol¬ 
ic/figurative, of the words in the text. 

In what follows, it is not the writer's purpose to chase this rabbit in another 
pursuit of what typically occurs in the study of this piece of the New Testament: 
either an overview of the major positions of interpretation, or a mere one-sided 
interpretation, as if no other alternative is worth consideration. In fact, this is not 
designed as a study at all. I may have to eat those words, but the purpose of this 
writing represents an effort to get at the meaning of the message by translating 
the concepts ("the general notions, ideas") behind the words, rather than a 
typical commentary approach of noting the words and then explaining them. 

After all, as will be seen, the "scary expressions" themselves are basically set 
aside, at the request of one of my sisters, so as to simply capture and present the 
meaning behind them. As to whether or not this can be done, and how success¬ 
fully it may be done here, is something which only the readers may determine. 
Anyway, here we go! 
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Revelation - The Meaning 

Chapter 1 


The revealing or making known of God's will about His nature and the 
fulfilling of His will for life is something which God the Father gave to His Son, 
Jesus Christ. Jesus then gave this message to one of His servants by the name of 
John who, in turn, was to give it to the Church, that is, those who have committed 
themselves to Jesus as God's Son. This message of truth about God is actually 
contained in His Word and is intended for all those who respond to His message 
in a positive and obedient way. In other words, they may be said to be congratu¬ 
lated for both reading His message and heeding it. This setting forth of God's 
message to people consists of things that have taken place, are taking place now, 
and will take place in the future (1:1-3). 

In fact, John was instructed to give this message to seven local, different 
churches in the 1 st century which were located in the smaller Roman province of 
Asia, the western part of the larger territory called Asia Minor. However, it was 
also to be given for all times to all churches throughout the world. Yes, this re¬ 
vealing of God's will is due to His grace or unmerited kindness that He offers to 
people who will accept it, as well as the peaceful state of mind and heart which 
God wants people to experience. After all, God has always existed, even before 
time began, and He always makes Himself known and available for people to 
come to Him. God makes Himself known and available through His Spirit. In fact, 
the grace and peace which comes from God the Father also comes from His Son, 
Jesus. Of course, they have the same nature, and purpose for people. It was God's 
Son, Jesus, for example, who came to this earth to pay the penalty of people's 
sinfulness by His own death in their behalf. When He arose from the dead, God 
the Father made God the Son the supreme ruler of this earth. By this sacrificial 
action in our behalf, He revealed the depths of His love for us and actually gave us 
uninterrupted access to God, as well as the ability to engage in sacrificial actions 
in behalf of other people. So, God is to be recognized by all people for this mean¬ 
ingful message about Himself and His will for us (1:4-6). 

So, the coming of Jesus Christ into this world as a human being was seen by 
many people, some of whom accepted Him (salvation for them) and others of 
whom killed Him (judgment for them). Furthermore, His coming continues to take 
place in the Holy Spirit, and that is a glorious reality to those who know Him. In 
fact, the coming of Jesus to earth in the flesh was not the beginning of His life 
because He is an eternal being who never had a beginning and will never have an 
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ending. He, therefore, is the all-sufficient, sovereign One - unlike any other (1:7- 

8 ). 

Because of our mutual connection or relationship with Jesus, I, as your 
brother in the Lord, share with you my readers, in suffering some form of 
oppression or distress from those who do not have a connection or relationship 
with Jesus. In fact, on my part, I have been exiled to the small island of Patmos in 
the Aegean Sea. Nevertheless, one Sunday while sensing the overwhelming 
presence of the Spirit of God, I distinctly heard God's voice instruct me to write 
down this victorious message about God's nature and will, and send it to seven 
specific local churches, and thereby to all churches throughout time. For in His 
Body, the Church, Christ reigns victoriously for all time. So, the mighty, powerful 
voice of God commanded me to write down what I saw (1:9-11). 

Since I was receptive to the revealing or disclosure from God's voice, I saw 
the seven churches to which I was to send these truths about God's nature and 
will. In the middle of them was Jesus Himself. Although these churches were in 
the middle of conflict and chaos, Jesus was still with them and still in charge. In 
fact, He was both King and Priest and exercising all His sovereign authority. He 
was pure and full of knowledge and wisdom. He alone was able to detect the very 
thoughts and intentions of people's hearts and minds. He knew all and could do 
all. He stood in sovereign strength. His voice was full of authority. He had the 
power to guide and protect His people from the persecutors. Yes, all the mes¬ 
sengers of the churches had been sent by God to oversee the churches and they 
would be held accountable to God for the discharge of their responsibilities. All 
must be done in conjunction with the truths within His Word. After all, Jesus was 
none other than divine and was exercising divine authority over the churches. So, 
gain confidence to endure the conflict and chaos by reliance upon Him and His 
enabling power (1:12-16). 

At the mere sight of the exalted heavenly Christ, I was overwhelmed with 
my own unworthiness and fell prostrate before Him with much dread and fear. 
However, Jesus responded to me with words of assurance. He had been down the 
road of death and to death. But He had defeated death itself and now was alive 
forevermore. Now, therefore, because of His resurrection, He was the master of 
both life and death. The churches represented His Body on earth and nothing but 
victory could ultimately come to those who know and follow Him. His message to 
the churches was good for the here and now, as well as the then and later. Both 
the present and the future are under His control. The messengers or leaders of 
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the churches must never forget who He is and upon whom they must depend 
(1:17-20). 


Chapter 2 

The first church I was directed to write was the church at Ephesus. In fact, I 
directed the message to the pastors of all seven churches. Jesus also told me to 
picture Him before them in accordance with the basic needs and/or conditions of 
the churches. To Ephesus, therefore, He told me to describe Him as the One who 
maintains complete power over them and moves among them with passion, 
purpose, and full awareness of what they are truly like. He then told them: 

I know, for example, that you do not tolerate evil teachers and are out¬ 
wardly, intensely loyal to Me. However, your steadfastness of spirit is not based 
upon and does not spring from the all-essential ingredient of sacrificial love for 
God and others. Rather, your steadfastness is saturated with selfishness, rigidity, 
harshness, and inflexibility. So, if any degree of Christ-like recovery is to take 
place, you must, first of all, remember that God is love. Secondly, you must 
change your attitudes and conduct yourselves in love toward others in a selfless 
manner. Thirdly, you must return to your former works which had been based 
upon love. Your failure to respond as you are here directed to do will lead to your 
banishment as My church. Nevertheless, I commend you for your hatred of the 
corrupt practices of a group of people called the Nicolaitans. These people 
practice, and encourage others to practice, sexual immorality. But hatred that is 
not generated by love for God and others is not sufficient to forestall judgment 
forever. So, you are to respond now and whole-heartedly, with the intent to obey, 
what you need to do. To walk with Me, the victorious Christ, and experience full 
fellowship with Me, makes life worthwhile. It is not worth the loss of such victory 
and fellowship to refuse to do so (2:1-7). 

The second church I was directed to write was the church at Smyrna. 

Jesus told me to picture Him as the One who has always existed, and always will 
exist. Although He died, He conquered death through the resurrection and will 
live forever, never to die again. He then told them: 

I know the afflictions you are experiencing, and the parallel poverty which 
you face because of these hardships. Nevertheless, you are well-off spiritually, 
and that makes you possess an abundance of genuine and permanent riches. 
Those who are Jews by physical descent, and yet have not received Me as their 
Lord, are the very ones who are speaking evil of you. They, in fact, are energized 
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by Satan. But the worst is yet to come. Their wickedness will actually cause them 
to imprison some of you and torture you to death. However, the torture will be 
brief, compared to eternity. So, keep on being faithful to Me, even if it leads to 
death. The life on earth you will lose will be offset by the life from above which 
you will never lose. Therefore, listen to Me with the intent to obey Me. Do not 
forget that such faithfulness will guarantee that you will never be separated from 
God. You will always enjoy the eternal life which obedience to Him secures (2:8- 
11 ). 

The third church I was directed to write was the church at Pergamum. 

Jesus told me to picture Him as the One Who differentiates or makes a distinction 
between truth and falsehood. His battle against evil, in all its various forms, is 
fought with nothing less than truth which either commends or condemns. He 
then told them: 

I know you live in an environment of utterly wicked religious practices 
where Satan himself reigns through emperor worship and other types of religious 
perversions. Nevertheless, the majority of you have been faithful and steadfast to 
Me, despite the difficult times you are facing - even when one of your own, 
Antipas, was killed because of his faithful stand for Me. However, some in your 
midst are conforming to or adopting the sinful behaviors of non-Christians in your 
neighborhood. In fact, some are actually participating in numerous forms of 
impure and idolatrous activities. Some, like those in Ephesus, are even practicing 
sexual immorality, as if their spiritual status exempted them from ethical norms 
or standards. There is no excuse for engaging in or tolerating such practices. So, 
make changes at once - changes based upon truths which are yours because you 
belong to Me. Those who do not can only expect judgment. But those who do as I 
direct will receive strong and sufficient nourishment from Me, as well as an 
abundant overflow of My very presence - which can only be known by those who 
actually do what I am commanding you to do (2:12-17). 

The fourth church I was directed to write was the church at Thyatira. Jesus 
told me to picture Him as the Son of God whose all-penetrating, all-searching eyes 
see all - nothing is hidden from Him. Plus, He has the power to stand powerfully 
against all forms or manifestations of resistance to His will. He then told them: 

I have total, complete knowledge or awareness of the progress you are 
making in regard to works, love, faith, service, and perseverance. However, I am 
rebuking your pastor for putting up with evil influences, such as Jezebel, who 
claims to be a prophetess of God, but who is actually deceiving and leading 
people away from God by her pro-active teachings about sexual immorality and 
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idolatry. My patience with her has come to an end because she has persistently 
refused to change her ways. Her adulterous sinful practices will become the pitfall 
of her own sickness and retributive punishment. And if those who have 
participated with her do not change, they also will suffer devastating conse¬ 
quences, even death itself. When news of this becomes public, all the churches 
will know that I know all that is going on, and just desserts will be forthcoming. 
However, to the rest of you who have not yielded to these wretched teachings of 
Satan, I simply encourage you to keep a strong grip on the wonderful teachings 
which currently guide your thoughts and behaviors. By so doing, you are, and will 
be, able to conqueror these forces of evil and live victoriously above and beyond 
their corruptible influences. You will be strengthened by the power of God to do 
so, just as I was when I was on the earth. In fact, that same power is still with both 
you and Me, even as I speak. Furthermore, by so doing, your consistent and life¬ 
long faithfulness before the world will reveal brighter hopes and expectations 
than they have ever realized; hopes and expectations which they will desire but 
can never realize or experience apart from Me (2:18-29). 

Chapter 3 

The fifth church I was directed to write was the church at Sardis. Jesus told 
me to picture Him as the One Who has complete knowledge, power, and ability to 
accurately diagnose the reality of people and churches. No amount of exterior 
activities can camouflage or disguise inward spiritual emptiness or deficiencies. 

He then told them: 

I know that you have a reputation among people that you are a church 
bustling with an almost perfect spiritual atmosphere, clearly carrying out the will 
of God. But since I see beyond the surface to the heart of matters, in reality, you 
are actually useless to God and spiritually ineffective. Nevertheless, there is still 
the potential for you to take prompt or immediate remedial action. In other 
words, awake from your spiritual slumber before it's too late. Take advantage of 
what little hope there is for you, recharge your spiritual batteries, and fill the 
emptiness behind your appearance to the world with true spiritual vigor, energy 
or liveliness which is acceptable to God. Do not take My diagnosis of your 
condition with a grain of salt. Absolute disaster awaits you if you fail to follow my 
prescription for your fragile condition. Just look at those few in the church who 
have not played the game of showmanship. They have not been contaminated by 
the corruption in the city of Sardis which has sadly soiled the majority in the 
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church. Learn from them. After all, they are demonstrating the genuine inner, 
victorious spirit of loving devotion and service which makes the outward forms of 
busyness more than mere echoes of emptiness. In fact, if you will join with them 
and walk as they walk, your loyalty will also be fitted with, and reveal itself as, 
purity of heart. It will also reveal or manifest that you are, indeed, people whose 
lives are truly lives from above. So, as always, follow the Spirit's leadership (3:1- 
6 ). 

The sixth church I was directed to write was the church at Philadelphia. 
Jesus told me to picture Him as the One Who is essentially set apart to do the will 
of God, and to do so with all genuineness and sincerity. Through Him, and Him 
alone, may one enter into the presence of God. He then told them: 

Although you are seemingly insignificant in the eyes of the world, yet you 
have served Me in every opportunity which has come before you. Yes, you have 
done so faithfully and without fear of any who might resist or not appreciate your 
service. You have stood for Me and so I stand for you. Those who are Jews by 
mere physical descent and have rejected Me, are actually in league with Satan 
himself. They oppose both Me and you, and so I oppose them. In fact, by your 
faithfulness to Me, they will see that you - not them - are the true Jews who 
worship Me in spirit and in truth. The religious rituals in which they engage only 
flatter themselves - not Me. So, it is your enduring faithfulness to Me that will 
sustain you in the various times of testing, trials and troubles which are in the 
world. Since I Myself am always in your midst, regardless of the situations, 
maintain your faithfulness to Me and there will always be that essential unity of 
heart, mind, and purpose between us. After all, your faithfulness reveals to all 
that you belong to God, that you are citizens of heaven, and that you, like Me, live 
under the authority of none other than God Himself. So, never ignore or neglect 
these truths which are made sure for you by the Holy Spirit (3:7-13). 

The seventh church which I was directed to write was the church at 
Laodicea. Jesus told me to picture Him as the Who in Himself and in His every 
utterance is nothing but valid and binding. He Himself is the very embodiment of 
truthfulness, stability, worthiness of trust, and therefore, not to be regarded with 
any degree of complacency or marginal considerations. After all, He is the sole 
agent or instrument through whom creation came into being. He then told them: 

What I know about you makes me sick. You are a bunch of fence-straddlers. 
You are afraid to be zealous for Me before the world, lest they persecute you. But 
you are also afraid to be cold about Me before the world, lest they detect that 
your religious front is nothing but a pretense. So, you try to have it both ways, 
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without being really committed to either way. This reluctance, on your part, is 
pretense, indeed, and is worthy of repudiation, on My part. In fact, you are so 
infatuated with yourself, so obsessed with your self-sufficiencies, that your 
imaginations have poisoned you at the very root of your being. Complacency and 
half-heartedness will never be seen by Me as something which I can ignore. So, if 
there is any spiritual receptivity, on your part, to the directives for you, on My 
part, then return to Me with every ounce of your being; let every fiber of your 
being welcome the fullness of My being, and do so without any measure of 
hesitancy, indifference, or detachment. If I did not love you so much, I would not 
be speaking to you in a manner which might appear to you to be severe and/or 
harsh. How can I do otherwise! After all, your very existence as My representa¬ 
tives on this earth depends on your willingness to comply with My agenda - 
which is not hidden! You and I cannot coexist in God's mission in and to this 
world without your wholehearted devotion to Me. I am asking no more from you 
than that which I Myself gave to My Father: fervent faithfulness, where apparent 
defeat in the eyes of the world is actually termed victory by the very One Who 
knows it all, does it all, and calls us again and again to yield ourselves without 
hesitation and/or reservation to Him. May your response to the Spirit of God 
embrace His directives to you immediately (3:14-21). 

Chapter 4 

After seeing the living, victorious Christ in chapter 1, and hearing His words 
to the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3, the following things I saw reveal that 
nothing but victory accompanies the church. This is true in spite of the numerous 
conflicts through which the church is engaged in on earth (4:1). 

For example, the Spirit of God enabled me to see God Himself sitting 
supremely on His heavenly throne in all His power and authority. His purity or 
holiness was shining forth so brightly. It was evident that He was a God of 
righteousness and justice whose judgment of people would be determined by His 
high and holy standards. Such judgment, however, would be tempered by His 
mercy and compassion - a sure sign of hope for the otherwise hopeless ones. Yes, 
this God of perfection is an awesome God, in every sense of the word. He 
deserves unending praise, adoration, worship, and obedience (4:2-3). 

It was also breathtaking to see all the redeemed people of God surrounding 
Him in their glorified state. By their faithfulness to Him on earth, God's own 
purity, righteousness, and mercy had enabled them to live in accordance with His 
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will. Now, in heaven, the purity of their character was also brilliantly seen as the 
victorious people of God who were reigning with Him (4:4). 

The ability of God to do what He says is so overwhelmingly bold and im¬ 
pressive, to say the least. The fact that His judgment would be moderated with 
kindness beyond expectations fills His people with Godly gratitude. Nevertheless, 
for those who resist Him, the judgment of God's sheer displeasure with them is 
absolutely irresistible and drastic. Furthermore, this marvelous God continually 
extends compassion and comfort to His people throughout their earthly trials and 
troubles and guides them through His Holy Spirit (4:5). 

So, although God's people are one with Him, and He with them, because of 
earth's limitations of time, space, and trials, a temporary separation still exists. 
Nevertheless, all of creation is under the supervision of God's sovereignty. Those 
who humble themselves before Him in awe, humility, and obedience receive 
encouragement from Him. Those who refuse to do so are under His wrath. Thus, 
the reality of God's supreme authority is timeless. The suffering of creation and of 
His people is only temporary (4:6-7). 

Therefore, all of creation is engaged in endless, ceaseless praise to God. He 
is the One and only all-powerful, completely-separated-from- sin-and-evil Creator. 
The eternal nature of His very Being makes worship utterly sensible and logical 
(4:8-9). 

God's people also join with all of creation in worshipping Him. They give all 
credit to Him for the victory over the resistant forces of evil to them on earth and 
to Him in heaven. Only He should be recognized as the One Who creates and the 
One Who provides heavenly comfort in the midst of earthly conflicts (4:10-11). 

Chapter 5 

Then I saw a book which was offered to be read by anyone who could open 
it. It was completely full of truths which disclosed God's will and His plan for the 
salvation of the world. I then saw a messenger of God asking if there was anyone 
who was fit or worthy to open and read its content. To my dismay, no one was 
able to do so. It was so devastating to me that I broke down in heartache and 
tears (5:1-4). 

Suddenly I was told by one of the redeemed ones that there was only One 
Who was able to read and disclose the contents of the book. It was the very One 
Who had become flesh and blood and whose self-sacrifice for sin and sinners 
made Him victorious over sin and death. He alone, indeed, destroyed the power 
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of death by His own death. His resurrection from the dead was the moment of 
triumph in which death lost its battle against God and God's people. Death has 
now been transformed into a shuttle bus which transports His people into His 
presence for eternity (5:5). 

The presence of God was surrounded by His creation and those who had 
been redeemed by the sacrifice of His Son. There in the middle of it all was the 
Son of God Himself. His innocence was so vividly seen. His perfect power and 
wisdom and all-seeing eyes were all perfectly beheld by those with eyes to see. 
The Holy Spirit of God signaled with unmistakable evidence that this perfect Lamb 
of God had provided the perfect sacrifice for sinners to become His very own 
people (5:6-7). 

As God's Son, He Himself was the only One qualified to take the book and 
open it - and He did. The unfolding of its victorious, triumphant words and 
meaning are contained in the very writing which I am now presenting to you (5:8). 

The song of victory was sung by all who were surrounding God's most 
evident presence, and was directed to God's Son. And why not! It was the single 
self-sacrifice of God's Son for sin and sinners which made Him fit or worthy to 
bring people into a relationship of love and service to God. In fact, because of this 
special, spiritual relationship with God, His people are actually now reigning with 
Him (5:9-10). 

Then in joyful celebration, a vast number of angels of God joined in with all 
the rest of those surrounding God, to echo praises, adoration, and worship of the 
Son of God because of His perfect sacrifice. Then, all of creation blended their 
voices in rightful recognition of the absolute worthiness of God and His Son for 
the privilege to belong to Him. To offer worship was the only option before them 
(5:11-14). 

Chapter 6 

Next, I saw a series of divine judgments upon the world. The content of 
these judgments is seen in that God allows sin to run its course in this world and 
the inescapable consequences or troubles which reside within each form of evil. 
Sin brings about its own downfall, and no one is exempt from this truth. For 
example, the first form of evil recorded and revealed in the book is the deception 
of evil. It pretends to be what it is not. It claims victory for those who follow its 
lures, but it always entraps those who yield to its appeals, and inevitably leads to 
death and/or destruction. It deceives with its appearances but destroys with its 
actualities (6:1-2). 
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The second form of evil recorded and revealed in the book is warfare and 
bloodshed. Warfare without the shedding of blood does not exist. Various forms 
of butchery and corresponding carcasses are only to be expected. So, throughout 
human history, the ravages of warfare are only common. Heartaches, grieving, 
loss, chaos and confusion are simply typical of life on planet earth (6:3-4). 

The third form of evil recorded and revealed in the book is the scarcity of 
food and the corresponding forms of violence, distress, hardships, and injustices 
which accompany it. The mere sight of the luxuries which others enjoy only 
worsens what is already bad enough (6:5-6). 

The fourth form of evil recorded and revealed in the book is no less than 
death itself. Although death is the inevitable lot of all who populate planet earth, 
the emphasis here is on the death of those who suffer from warfare, scarcity of 
food, and even wild animals (6:7-8). 

The fifth form of evil recorded and revealed in the book is the death of 
God's saints because of their fervent and faithful witness to Him. In one sense of 
the word, their lives were sacrificed in His behalf. Their very blood cries out for 
divine justice, even as they themselves participate fully in the victory which Christ 
Himself secured in their behalf. After all, many more of their brethren would 
follow in their steps through martyrdom into the presence of God - and also 
themselves (6:9-11). 

The sixth form of evil recorded and revealed in the book is the complete, 
all-inclusive judgment of God upon evil. The forces of nature itself will be used by 
God as the agency or instrument for carrying out this judgment. Despite the 
efforts to hide themselves from God, and the agonizing cries for mercy, the 
doorway to such protection and compassion will be closed and locked for all and 
forever. Absolutely no one will be exempt from this inevitable wrathful divine 
judgment in both the here and now, as well as the there and then. No one 
without a relationship with God through His Son will be able to stand or withstand 
judgment (6:12-17). 

Chopter7 

Then there was a suspension, something like an intermission, with regard 
to the description of the universal judgments which were falling upon the earth 
(7:1). 

I saw God's authoritative messenger as he declared that although the 
destructive forces of judgment that were being sent upon the world of sinners 
may somehow impact the people of God, no ultimate, meaningless harm would 
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befall them. Even though they were in the world, they were not of the world. As 
indicated earlier, they, in fact, are already reigning with God over the world of evil 
and rebellion against the Personhood and plan of God for the world. So, I saw 
God giving them assurance and encouragement that He was with them all, even 
in the midst of all the judgments (the deceptive nature of sin; warfare; famine; 
death; martyrdom; destructive forces of nature) that were falling upon the world. 
God is letting them know that He has their backs, and is protecting them, even in 
ways which they may not clearly recognize. Union with Him guarantees that He is 
watching over them, never forsaking them, and continued confidence in Him will 
bring comfort and consolation to them. No matter where God's people may be 
located physically; no matter what their gender may be; no matter their age or 
socioeconomic status, God's loving supervision and protection is for all and for all 
time (7:2-8). 

Then I saw the vast number of God's people in heaven. They had been 
transported from earth's tumultuous times into the triumphant territory where 
trials and troubles do not exist. They were celebrating the fact that their redemp¬ 
tion from sin had finally been culminated and was all due to God Himself. Even 
the angels, together with all creation, humbly offered words of worship to God 
(7:9-12). 

Then a representative of the people of God in heaven asked me about the 
identity of the people there. He also inquired as to where they came from. Of 
course, as I told him, he himself knew the answer because he himself was one of 
the many. The answer was joyful, indeed. The people of God were where they 
were because of whose they were. They had been forgiven while on earth; the 
righteousness of God had been given to them because they had committed 
themselves to Him and His Son, Jesus; they had been purified through the loving 
kindness of God to them for Jesus's sake; and their very presence with God in 
heaven was unmistakable and irreversible evidence that what God had said He 
would do had, indeed, been done. They had been true to God and His Word while 
on earth. They had undergone all the tumultuous times [afflictions, troubles, 
trials, and crises which life on earth had to offer, including the deceptive 
nature of sin; warfare; famine; death; martyrdom; and the destructive forces 
of nature] and had remained faithful and committed to Him. They had trusted 
Him through it all. So, now they are finally and completely delivered from all that 
is contrary to God's perfect will. His protection of them on earth consisted of 
satisfying all their needs, and now they are with Him in heaven where needs are 
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redefined, but continue to be met without fail. Yes, a perfect God has them in a 
perfect place where tumultuous times are no more (7:13-17). 


Chapter 8 

Having just seen that the people of God are absolutely safe and secure from 
the destructive forces of judgment that were being sent upon the world of sin¬ 
ners, and that no ultimate and meaningless harm would befall them, a brief 
period of prayerful silence envelopes the atmosphere in anticipation of resuming 
the scenes of judgment (8:1). 

Then I, John, saw that God was ready to resume the disclosure of the 
destructive forces of judgment upon the world of sinners. In other words, the 
prayers of God's people for divine vindication are being answered. There is, 
indeed, an inseparable relationship between the prayers of God's people and His 
actions in behalf of His people (8:2-6). 

The first resumed declaration of God's judgment on the world of sinners is 
that of destructive punishment by the forces of nature itself. Although there is 
still room for mercy on those who turn from their evil ways, God does not take sin 
lightly and neither should anyone else (8:7). 

The second resumed declaration of God's judgment on the world of sinners 
involves the punishment of worldly rulers. In their efforts to portray their power 
and leadership skills before the world, they, and those whom they seek to 
impress, will be swallowed up in much confusion, chaos, restlessness, revolt, and 
discontent (8:8-9). 

The third resumed declaration of God's judgment on the world of sinners 
involves those who exalt themselves above measure. Sin gives birth to bitterness 
and sorrowful guilt. As enemies of God, they inwardly reap what they have both 
inwardly and outwardly planted. Life itself becomes poisonous pathways of gloom 
and despair - even if others do not notice it (8:10-11). 

The fourth resumed declaration of God's judgment on the world of sinners 
is the partial withdrawal of light for those who choose to walk in darkness. To 
walk in the light that is given will produce more light. But failure to walk in the 
light that is provided will turn that very light into darkness. So, respond appro¬ 
priately to opportunities given, lest they linger no more (8:12). 

The fifth resumed declaration of God's judgment on the world of sinners 
will come from on high, swiftly and without hesitation or reservation. The 
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warnings are designed to produce conviction and changes. The judgments are 
spelled out more specifically in the words that follow (8:13). 


Chopter9 

The sixth resumed declaration of God's judgment on the world of sinners is 
Satan himself unleashing the hellish forces of evil for the purpose of additionally 
clouding their already darkened minds. Just as God's people offer up the spiritual 
sacrifice of prayers, so Satan himself imitates God by sending up and out over the 
world forces of destruction and decay (9:1-2). 

Immoral greediness for more and more characterizes the insatiable ap¬ 
petites of Satan's demonic representatives. Widespread, rampant, plague-like 
stricken people are caught in the cobwebs of immoral imaginations, locked in the 
vice grips of falsehoods, crookedness, shamefulness, divided allegiance, disloyalty, 
corruption, and treasonous states of mind and behavior. Satan's servants will not, 
of course, conquer all with their evil ways. But the inward distress and anguish of 
soul which fills these demonic representatives will succeed in producing that 
same inward distress and anguish of soul throughout the lifetime of those who 
yield to the decadent, disruptive influences of such wicked servants. So dis¬ 
traught will they be with themselves that even their desire for death itself will not 
be fulfilled (9:3-6). 

I then saw additional terrifying characteristics of these Satanic representa¬ 
tives. Destructive desires drove them with unrelenting intentions to display as 
much cruelty as possible upon their victims. From head to toe, all that they could 
do to torment people was within their framework. They were bent on attacking 
people with all sorts of distorted tactics. They perpetrate unusual, ill-suited, 
exceptionally strange and deviate forms of immorality and lawlessness. Deeply 
ingrained dissatisfaction with themselves will be the lot of those who disregard 
the moral imperatives of God and yield to these Satanic forces. Even though the 
forces of evil somehow know that their time to exercise such evil was limited, it 
did not deter their raging madness (9:7-10). 

Satan, of course, thrives on the destruction of all the good which God 
desires and designs/or life. So, his representatives or cohorts simply carry out 
Satan's desires and designs against life. Simply put, both Satan and his cohorts are 
in rebellion against God, God's people, and mankind in general. They are never 
satisfied with whatever degree or manner of destruction they pull off. They are 
ever-looking for more ways to expand, expend, and extend their evil ways (9:12). 
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Then I heard that the prayers for vindication by God's people were being 
answered through additional judgments. The refusal to heed God's extension of 
mercy would result in death to a rather large number of ungodly and rebellious 
people. The barriers to this judgment would stand no more. The magnitude and 
strength of these destructive, merciless, and cruel forces of evil are well-suited to 
their natures. And the wretchedness of those who were not killed is seen in that 
no matter what came their way, they still refused to abandoned their hardness of 
hearts against God. They were locked in their prison houses of despair, with no 
desire to seek God, and turn from their wicked ways. They could not even recog¬ 
nize that the corrupt consequences they were experiencing were the results of 
their own choices. Therefore, they still gave primary allegiance and devotion to 
the gods of their own creation rather than the God of creation, and their reckless¬ 
ness continued in increasingly intense pathways of perversions (9:13-21). 

Chapter 10 

Then I saw the very presence of God reflected in His messenger. What he 
was about to say would affect the entire world. God was big enough to defend 
Himself and His actions toward mankind. The message about to be delivered 
would contain only fragments or portions of God's plans for the world. As the 
recipient of His plans, I was told that I, as a human being, could not fully compre¬ 
hend the complete picture of either God Himself or the vastness of His plans for 
the world. Judgment was coming and that judgment was certain to fall. There will 
be no escape from it for anyone - either good or bad. It is actually impossible for 
anyone to totally grasp the existence of God and evil. It is also beyond the ability 
of mankind to always see how God works in all things for the benefit of His people 
and the banishment of those who are not His people. Nevertheless, God is always 
in the process of using all aspects of life to accomplish His plans, as mysterious as 
they might appear to be to mere man. Therefore, there is no need for more 
warnings or delays regarding judgment (10:1-7). 

Then, in a new twist of the turn, I was told that I, as a representative of 
God's people, would actually be an active participant in the message of God for 
the world. God's message would be inseparably linked with me. In fact, His 
message would be delivered though me. It would be a bitter-sweet kind of 
message involving both acceptance and rejection. In other words, many people 
world-wide would hear this dual-sided message from me and the rest of God's 
people. Again, I was but a single representative of all of God's people. Declaring 
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this message to others would involve the sweetness of salvation for some and the 
bitterness of damnation for others. Just knowing the destiny of those who reject 
God would even create varying degrees of temporary bitterness or sadness within 
those of us who proclaim His message worldwide (10:8-11). 

Chapter 11 

Despite the judgment of condemnation which falls upon the enemies of 
God and His people, I then saw that God's people are surrounded with comfort 
and assurances of protection and preservation. God's people, of course, are 
always expanding in number and so no definitive number of them can be noted 
with precision. But all of them at all times are always under His care. And all those 
who are not God's people are not under His care. Even though the people of God 
are always persecuted in one form or another, the opposition they face is always 
limited. Plus, they are never ultimately destroyed. God Himself assures that (11:1- 
2 ). 

God's protection of His people, of course, is for the purpose of proclaiming 
God's message of salvation, on the one hand, and judgment, on the other, with 
the understandable grief that the latter result creates - again, temporary grief for 
God's people in proclaiming it and everlasting grief for those who reject His mes¬ 
sage. God's people may only stand firm in this task as they rely upon God's 
strength to see them through it all. However, those who attack and harm God's 
people in the fulfillment of their proclamation task will pay for it without fail. 
Punishment is inevitable for those who attack and harm God's people (11:3-6). 

However, just as Jesus suffered to the point of death in bearing witness to 
His Father, even so, some of His witnesses will suffer to the point of death also. 
The forces of evil, which thrive on opposition, contempt, and scorn for God's 
people, will publicly celebrate the death of any of them. The same spirit of wicked 
oppression which Jesus experienced will be visited upon His followers as well. The 
ungodly opponents to God's message of truthfulness will be filled with tainted 
joyfulness at the death of His representatives. Nevertheless, their joy will be 
short-lived. After all, they will be raised from the dead. And other people of God 
will always rise up to continue the proclamation of God's message. Death did not 
defeat Jesus, and death will not defeat the witnessing purpose for which the 
people of God are left on earth. Each declaration of God's message shatters the 
forces of evil to some extent. No evil people or practices escape the judgment of 
God - and they know it. Therefore, the people of God may rest assured that God's 
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judgment on those who oppose Him and His people is inevitable and will be 
complete. God always wins, despite seeming evidence to the contrary (11:7-14). 

So, voices from heaven itself verify the reality of God's triumph over the 
worldly forces which oppose Him. Worldly forces reigned temporarily, but it was 
always under the ultimate supervision and permission of God Himself. Make no 
mistake about it - God's rules over all powers and people in the person of His Son 
Jesus Christ and that reign will be endless. It is true, even now, that the people of 
God are reigning with Him. They must take comfort in that reality, and not be 
sidetracked from continued commitment to Him regardless of the conflicts and 
persecutions being encountered on earth's temporary terrain. God is in control 
and His sovereignty cannot be undone or replaced. Although the wicked taint and 
destroy the earth by their numerous forms of rebellion and reactionary, revolu¬ 
tionary madnesses, they only wind up destroying themselves. God and His people 
are the true winners. God's ever-abiding presence with His people is the key to 
victory. So, His people must ever and always be looking to Him and pursuing Him 
diligently and with determination (11:15-19). 

Chapter 12 

Then a marvelous message from heaven appeared about the one, chosen 
by God, who would bring forth into the world the One Who be redeemer of the 
world. Birthpangs, of course, are typical of bringing children into the world. So, 
this was a truly human birth - although more than human, as this is the Son of 
God. And from the very beginning, of course, Satan seeks to kill and destroy Him. 
Satan devises plans, using all the wisdom and powers of the evil forces he can 
muster, to do this. Satan has great destructive powers over this world and is 
desperate in his efforts to end God's mission for His Son at the very beginning. 

But his abortive mission itself is aborted by God Himself. God's wisdom overrides 
that of Satan and provides protection and safety for His Son (12:1-6). 

In fact, the victory of God's wisdom displayed on earth brings forth 
victorious celebration in heaven. God can never be defeated by any forces, no 
matter who they are or where they are. After all, the outcome of the contest 
between the forces of God and the forces of evil is determined from above, not 
from below. God is the One and only Absolute Sovereign Ruler of all. The author¬ 
ity which resides in Himself is inseparably linked with the deliverance from sin and 
the forces of evil which He provides through His Son. So, although the people of 
God are always the object of accusations and slanderous statements from Satan, 
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they themselves have conquered the devil also by selfless commitment to, even 
total reliance upon, the sacrifice of God's Son in their behalf. No wonder the 
inhabitants of heaven are commanded to rejoice. Meanwhile, the inhabitants of 
earth are still engaged in conflict with the devil and his demonic forces. Although 
the devil knows that he is defeated, both now and forever, and his time to attack 
God and His people is limited, God still allows him to perpetrate his wicked ways 
on earth. Nevertheless, the seeds of his own destruction are seen in the very fruit 
he bears (12:7-12). 

So, once again, although Satan's opposition to the birth and lifespan 
development of God's Son and His mission on earth absolutely failed, Satan 
turned his attention and efforts to opposing the mission of God through His 
people. However, it is actually the extension or continued mission of God's Son by 
His obedient and faithful followers. So, Satan's stand against them is also destined 
for failure (12:13-17). 

Chapter 13 

Demonic powers of opposition to God and His mission in the world are 
constantly emerging from the nations of the world as they attempt to exert 
control and sovereignty over others - including God and His mission. The worship 
of worldly powers, prestige, and prominence is the constant pursuit of those who 
will not submit to the control and sovereignty of God. Nevertheless, it is God who 
limits, but does not prevent, their ability to say and do what is said and done - at 
least, He has not prevented it yet. Although worldly power is ultimately already 
defeated by God, new shapes, sizes, and styles continue to emerge at various 
time and in various places in history. The world speaks evil against all that honors 
God and His people. Just like the worldly forces of darkness killed the Son of God, 
so, they will do the same to God's people. However, God continues to redeem 
people, despite the chaos, confusion, allurements to evil, and worldly attractions 
which oppose His will. So, there are those who submit to the authority and 
sovereignty of God - those who are truly servants of God. There are also those 
who are held in sin's dark sway and who resist the authority and sovereignty of 
God. These latter ones are controlled by the power of sin and its captivating, 
corrupt consequences. The people of God, as opposed to the enemies of God, 
reveal themselves and their submission to God by their enduring faithfulness to 
Him (13:1-10). 

Demonic powers of opposition to God and His mission in the world are also 
seen in false religions. Its authority, like that of world powers, is ungodly or antag- 
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onistic to God's right to rule. All the religious symbols, signs, and activities pro¬ 
duced by false religions give the appearance of genuine God-likeness, but are 
absolutely based in self-satisfying, self-centered, self-promoting strings and 
threads of deception and imitation. As the master of such false religions, one of 
Satan's chief tools is that of deception. In reality, the false religions function in 
conjunction with worldly powers - since their source and motive of operation is 
the same: self-acclaim and conformity to ideas and ideals which run counter to 
the expressed will of the One and only true God in His Word. False religions 
always add to or replace the truths of God with the opinions of man. So, to be 
identified with false religions, and other corollary forms of world powers, is to fail 
to be identified as God's faithful ones - no matter where you go or what you do. 
There is always a sense of incompleteness, emptiness, restlessness, and deficien¬ 
cy which fills those who fill their lives with false religions. After all, false religions, 
like worldly powers, are man-made and only yield temporary, insufficient man¬ 
made results. It takes wisdom from above to see the reality of the matter (13:11- 
18). 

Chapter 14 

Then I saw the most beautiful heavenly sight: the Lamb of God, surrounded 
with those who were clearly identified as belonging to Him. These are the ones 
who turned their backs on worldly powers and false religions, and embraced the 
Lamb as their redeemer from sin. In united praise of the Lamb, it was like one 
perfectly pitched voice which, nevertheless, came from so many. It was such 
praise that only the redeemed ones knew how to sing - and sing they did with 
great volume and intensity. After all, they are the only ones on earth who had 
been spiritually pure in their devotion to God. They alone had resisted the allure¬ 
ments of worldliness and unfaithfulness. They alone had faithfully pursued the 
Lamb of God wherever He led them and whatever it cost them to follow. They 
followed the truth and were God's best. In fact, He classified them as faultless 
before Him (14:1-5). 

Then I saw a messenger of God who was so positioned that the entire 
inhabitants of the earth were able to hear him proclaiming the good news of 
salvation. His message was uncompromising: because the judgment of God is 
inevitable and immediate, demonstrate reverential awe before Him in worshipful 
recognition of His wondrous creative powers (14:6-7). 
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Then another messenger with an equally important and urgent message 
appeared: the ungodly worldly power system which opposes this God of creation, 
and encourages others to do so, is done away with/fallen down/destroyed (14:8). 

Yet another messenger of God declared that anyone who yields supremacy 
of heart and mind to worldly powers will experience to the fullest degree the ut¬ 
ter wrath of God. The penalty for refusal to yield such supremacy to the God of 
creation is no small matter. Absolute punishment and torment is the only alter¬ 
native to resisting God. Of course, the character of people is revealed in whom or 
to whot they give ultimate loyalty and devotion. It cannot be otherwise. So, in 
contrast to the eternal rest for those who honor God, eternal restlessness will be 
the lot of those who dishonor God. The torture and suffering will be intensified as 
they witness forever the holiness of God and the people of God who serve Him. 
This is why the people of God must always follow Him faithfully through the 
tempestuous terrain which marks their days on earth: it will be worth it all. Even 
those who walk through the valley of the shadow of death because of their 
commitment to God are actually blessed of God, indeed. After all, the ungodly 
deeds of the ungodly will be destroyed and wiped out of existence. But the deeds 
of the godly, which honor and manifest His presence, will remain before God 
forever - tokens of His abiding love, grace, mercy, and partnership (14:9-13). 

Then I saw the Son of God as One Who judges with full divine authority. 

The very purpose of His becoming human was to save and gather people into the 
family of His Father; to reap the harvest, so to speak. And His mission to do just 
that never alters or changes; this mission of reaping or harvesting is an ongoing 
process by which people are saved from sin and purchased by His sacrifice to be 
His possession forever (14:14-16). 

After the display of reaping the people of God into the presence of God, the 
destruction of the enemies of God follows. The messenger of God designated to 
demonstrate this negative reality is only carrying out the B-side of God's will. To 
refuse God's invitation of love, mercy, and grace can only lead to suffering the 
wrath of His judgment. All forms of evil and opposition to God must be punished 
in full. This judgment will be complete and comprehensive - no exceptions to the 
case. The vastness of those who are punished is extensive. The severity of the 
punishment is dreadful, indeed (14:17-20). 
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Chapter 15 


The awesome, overwhelming nature of the next manifestation of punish¬ 
ment on the ungodly world was before me. It would be complete. The pride of 
the godless would be punctured beyond imagination. Opposition to God and His 
sovereignty carries consequences which culminate in full-sized retribution (15:1). 

However, the people of God have no need for retribution for they have 
conquered all the forces of wickedness and stand victoriously over the foes. They 
are safely in the presence of the holy, righteous and just God. The victory is abso¬ 
lutely due to Him. Therefore, He alone is both the subject and object of historic 
praises and songs of celebration for what He has done (deeds and ways) and Who 
He is ( all-powerfuljust, true, and holy). He alone, indeed, is worthy of the wor¬ 
ship of all, as seen in His actions and His character (15:2-4). 

Then I saw God Himself with His people. His command to bring judgment 
on His enemies and joy to His people was clear. His messengers are divinely 
sanctioned to carry out His command. All the created world itself will be the 
agency through which the purity of His wrath will be visited upon the wicked. The 
fact that He had no beginning and will have no ending underscores the certainty 
that what He says will be done. God's glorious, matchless, holy presence is such 
that, at this point, no one will be able to intercede in behalf of the guilty. His 
previous compassions and offers of mercy are now over. The consequences set in 
motion by the earthly, worldly pursuits of the wicked will now be reaped in full 
(15:5-8). 

Chapter 16 

Then I heard the voice of God issue the command to His various messen¬ 
gers that the fullest extent of His wrath is now to be poured out (16:1). 

The first manifestation of His wrath is giving His enemies over to the suf¬ 
fering of bodily diseases, which includes physical, mental, and emotional turmoil. 
Here the consequences of their lifelong ways of wickedness are reaped in the 
form of miseries within the body (16:2). 

The second manifestation of His wrath is seen in the various degrees of 
disruptions and discords in their social interactions. It is, and always has been, 
true that a life of rebellion against God poisons the value and meaningfulness of 
life with others. Sin has both internal and external negative repercussions (16:3). 

The third manifestation of His wrath occurs as the sources of life are turned 
into occasions for uncleanness, harm, badness, and death. The people of God are 
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crying out with joy that this vengeance of God upon His enemies is justified. They 
are reaping what they have sown - justice demanded, justice fulfilled (16:4-7). 

The fourth manifestation of His wrath is that the light of God's Word 
produces a blinding and burning reaction against that Word because it exposes 
and contradicts the desires and dictates of their hearts and minds. Instead of 
claiming God's promise and provision for the forgiveness of sin, they curse God 
over the consequences they reap because of their sin. They do not and cannot 
change because they are helpless and irrevocably locked into the sin of Christ- 
rejection (16:8-9). 

The fifth manifestation of His wrath is against the dominion of worldly 
powers. Their chief characteristics are gloom, despair, chaos, confusion, strife, 
and a sense of helplessness. The traits are what they are because the worldly 
powers have turned against the light provided by God and His Word. Immoral 
attitudes, behaviors, and numerous deeds of darkness follow their spiritual 
ignorance and resistance to God. Their punishment is seen in the choices they 
make and the roads they take. They inflict themselves with much anguish, agony, 
and pain. However, instead of making changes to create better consequences for 
themselves and others, they curse the very God Who had urged them to come to 
Him. They blame God, rather than themselves and their foolish, empty choices, 
for their troubles (16:10-11). 

The sixth manifestation of His wrath consists of it being poured out upon 
great worldly rulers and rendering their influence useless. The evil spirits which 
infill and propel these rulers to wage war against good and righteousness are 
themselves saturated in uncleanness, degenerative powers, evil intentions, 
deception, and the worship of materialism. The forces of God and Satan are 
embroiled in hand-to-hand conflict for the hearts and minds of people. So, the 
people of God must be alert and maintain their holiness or separation unto God 
through it all. There is no time to relax and no place to hide. This battle or conflict 
with the forces of evil is constant, taking place everywhere and at all times (16:12- 
16). 

The seventh manifestation of His wrath represents His final word on the 
subject: it is done! In other words, the fulfillment of God's plan and purpose of 
judgment has been achieved. Any and all earthly forces of evil which set them¬ 
selves up as His rivals are faced with total devastation and destruction. The mag¬ 
nitude of such destruction is such that the whole of nature bears affirmative 
witness to the state of just desserts. Yes, the judgment of God is not partial but 
complete; not negotiable but definitive; not temporary but everlasting; not for 
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some but for all who had opposed Him. And to further reveal their inherently evil 
nature, which had prevented them from following God Word and ways all along, 
their cursing of God continued till the end. A corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit - 
every time, every place (16:17-21). 


Chapter 17 

One of God's messengers said that he would show me the judgment upon 
the godless ones in society who oppose, and actually hate, God and encourage 
others not to heed His will and ethical guidelines. There are many such godless 
societies scattered throughout the world which operate in a manner directly op¬ 
posite to what pleases God. In a sense, they are spiritual prostitutes: unfaithful to 
God in every domain. Such societal or worldly powers and attractions express 
various forms of cruelty and sinful practices as if they were in charge of the 
universe. Worldly trappings are the signs or evidence of human preeminence and 
superiority. They are full of satisfactions which displease God. It is easy to spot or 
identify such ungodly antagonists: what they do reveals who and what they are. 
Outward performance and showmanship is the name of their games. Anything 
which magnifies themselves and minimizes God is normative for them. (17:1-5). 

Worldly powers actually are intoxicated with power, prestige, and 
pompousness. The people of God don't fit into the world's framework for mea¬ 
suring success and meaningfulness. Therefore, they are persecuted, even to the 
point of death, for their other-worldly mindsets and pursuits. It is shocking to me 
that such irrational realities take place on the earth (17:6). 

Then a messenger of God put the picture into clearer focus: 

The forces of evil love to imitate God and pretend that they 
are worthy of the devotion which God alone deserves. Evil is always 
infatuated with evil. All aspects of evil are of the same source and 
function. Only God and His people are capable of overcoming the evil 
within the world. Every time the forces of evil are resisted, they are 
defeated again. Nevertheless, they always return with other tricks of 
the trade. Only the people of God have the wisdom to understand 
this truth (17:7-9). 

Worldly powers vary from one nation to another. Neverthe¬ 
less, God is always the One Who is actually in control, regardless of 
where and when those nations exist. The time is coming when they 
will be no more and their pretense will be shown for what it really 
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was. After all, worldly powers always fall, and always will. However, 
the conflict with them and God continues. Their one, united aim, re¬ 
gardless of where they are in time and place, is to oppose God. But 
the God Who supremely manifested Himself in His Son Jesus, the 
Lamb of God, has supreme authority over them all. The outcome is 
not in doubt (17:10-14). 

The world apart from God is a mass of miserable people. So, 
whether it be worldly powers or false religions, complete destruct¬ 
ion is guaranteed for all who embrace them. Evil, regardless of its 
face, place, and space, carries with it the seeds of its own destruction 
because it opposes and resists God's grace. So, whatever is taking 
place on this planet, the will of God is being done, one way or the 
other (17:15-18). 


Chapter 18 

I then saw a brilliant messenger from God speak with a mighty voice in 
regard to the undoing or demolition of false religion. False religion, of course, is 
deceptive and leads people astray. It produces nothing but a state and sense of 
emptiness. It offers what it cannot deliver and justly deserves to be extinguished. 
People who are deceived by its promises wind up in a multi-layered, multi-fla¬ 
vored matrix of self-aggrandizement, ignorance, and insanity. So, the people of 
God must beware of any of its tantalizing tentacles which seek to pantomime or 
mimic the genuine principles of godly religion. God will surely remember with 
appropriate punishment the devastating results of religious pretense. The greater 
the iniquity, the greater the judgment. Again, reaping is in concert with planting, 
and often, greater. To play with fire is to be burned by fire (18:1-8). 

Even those who, to any degree, align themselves with false religion will 
speak words of begrudging sorrow about its downfall. But they will also share the 
consequences of such devastation. After all, the allies of false religion cannot 
divorce themselves from the loss of the advantages in which they too formerly 
participated - and many the advantages were. Selfishness abounds (18:9-19). 

Those committed to the true God of creation and redemption cannot help 
but celebrate the judgment upon false religion. This comprehensive judgment is 
retributive in nature. It also is verification that the one and only true religion 
makes God's presence known in ways that no false religion ever could (18:20-21). 
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All of the symbols and instruments employed in the celebratory aspects of 
false religion will be wiped out. The tools of deception will come to ruination. All 
that is false and mere pretense will be exterminated. The devastating power from 
which the people of God suffered temporarily will itself be devastated forever 
(18:22-24). 


Chapter 19 

I then heard a great number of people in heaven, celebrating in unison, the 
judgment of God upon the forces of evil. The first group called for God to be 
praised for His deliverance of people from sin. The presence and ability of the One 
Who did so is to be acknowledged without hesitation. In addition, His various 
judgments on His enemies are based on truth and justice. Their spiritual harlotry, 
with its widespread corrupting influences, has seen its last days. The death of 
God's people by the enemies has been avenged. So, the echo of praise to God, by 
the people of God, erupts again with the declaration that the enemies of God will 
never again perpetrate their evil ways (19:1-3). 

Then all of creation joined in with the people of God in celebratory worship 
of God. Say it again, they declared, for it is true: Praise God for He is and what 
He has victoriously accomplished (19:4). 

Some unidentified voice from the throne then calls for widespread, univer¬ 
sal praise to God from those who serve Him with awe and wonder (19:5). 

Then I heard another stanza or verse of united celebrations of God. It was 
outbursts of great volume which filled the atmosphere. God is to be praised be¬ 
cause He is, and has been all along, in charge of it all. Plus, our union with Him will 
never be separated again. The absolute purity and donated righteousness from 
God to His bride is absolute. The former deeds of love and service which sprang 
from, and revealed that righteousness, stand without question (19:6-8). 

I was then commanded by a messenger of God to note the blessedness of 
those who are united with God and His people. They are now in perfect, uninter¬ 
rupted fellowship forevermore. After all, this is what God had promised all along 
(19:9). 

I was so overcome with joy and almost mind-numbing wonder that I fell 
down before this messenger as if to worship Him. However, he quickly reminded 
me that only God Himself deserves worship. After all, all of the people of God are 
equal servants who are to bear consistent and united witness to Jesus and the 
declared truths from God about Him (19:10). 
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Then I received some additional heavenly insights. I saw Jesus Christ as the 
One Whose every word was dependable, trustworthy, and valid. What He sees 
and knows provides the evidence upon which, and from which, judgment is 
based. In His warfare with wickedness, He only uses evidence what ensures a vic¬ 
torious verdict. The fact that He sees all guarantees that no cover-ups will dilute 
or lead Him astray. He has perfect understanding of all the motives behind all 
actions and knows how to determine what is acceptable and what is not. No 
human being has the capability to completely comprehend the utter perfection of 
His character. He sacrificed Himself for others. He is the only One through Whom 
God communicates His truths to others (19:11-13). 

Additionally, Christ is not alone in His warfare with wickedness. He is in the 
special company of those who follow Him. Their own purity is derived exclusively 
from Him Whom they follow. People of all nations are equally judged on the basis 
of the truths within His Word - the Good News of the Gospel. Again, it is His war¬ 
fare with evil which is at stake, and the judgment which it reveals, and the victory 
which results, are anchored in the One Who Himself is the epitome of victory - 
the One and Only Sovereign One (19:14-16). 

Again, I saw another portrayal of the warfare with evil. Jesus Christ, and His 
company of followers, execute righteous judgment on all who resist the rightful 
rule of God. No one will be able to resist this judgment. It will be comprehensive 
and complete. All forces of evil will be totally and utterly destroyed. No forces of 
evil will withstand the victorious warfare of Christ and His followers. Truth wins 
with far-reaching consequences; evil is eradicated at last (19:17-21). 

Chapter 20 

Then a messenger from God Himself appears with full authority, since the 
ability of Satan/the Devil and the forces of evil have been reduced or limited. The 
existence of evil and the wicked ways of the world apart from God could not last 
forever. With the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh, the main instigator and per¬ 
petrator of evil and rebellion against God has himself been mortally wounded and 
conquered - but not annihilated. To be sure, Christ's death and resurrection ren¬ 
dered him a sinking ship, but he is still afloat. His deceptive powers over God and 
His people have been terminated. However, for some reason/s, he is still allowed 
to exercise his evil influences and sway over the world of the ungodly. So, He is 
already 'bound' in regard to his evil dominion over God's people. But his ultimate, 
complete, and final destruction is still in the future. (20:1-3). 
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So, Christ is ruling now 1 . And His followers are already enthroned and reign¬ 
ing with Him: some on earth and some in heaven. The very conduct and choices 
of Christ's followers on earth, for example, represent continued defeats to and 
judgments upon the devil. While on earth, the faithful followers who are now 
with Jesus had done the same: they had refused to deny Him; they had resisted 
worldly powers and false religions, but paid for it with their lives. But here they 
are now, reigning with Him in heaven. Furthermore, the other people of God who 
are still on earth, in the middle of the warfare, are also reigning with Christ. This is 
seen as they resist evil and overcome again and again. But they, of course, would 
not come to share in this same type of reigning now going on in heaven, until they 
themselves had died and been raised to heaven (the first resurrection) to join 
those who are already there. Those who are now on earth, but will experience 
this first resurrection in the future, are blessed, indeed. Just think of it: they will 
never experience eternal separation from God. They will then join the rest of 
those who are now reigning with Him in heaven. This is great encouragement to 
those still engaged in the earthly conflicts. Remain faithful to the end - it will be 
worth it all when you see Jesus (20:4-6). 

So, as stated previously, Satan is 'bound' and 'loosed' at the same time. He 
appears and reappears from place to place and from time to time. He has been 
defeated and yet is allowed to continue to wage war. His deceptive devices and 
techniques are set in motion world-wide. However, the people of God are under 
God's protection. God's actions in their behalf result in the destruction of the 
enemies. The destruction of the devil himself is his unavoidable fate. The 
banishment of evil in all its faces and forms is guaranteed by God (20:7-10). 

Then I saw a depiction of judgment with supreme authority, for all other 
authorities have now been emptied and drained. So, this judgment is one of ab¬ 
solute perfection in every regard. Everything else is discarded. Everyone is in 
attendance - all the dead: the book of life for the people of God and other books 
for those who were not the people of God. The evidence of people's character is 
revealed in the deeds or works by which they lived their lives. Thus, a person's 
character is now the basis of destiny. Death (the foe of all) and Hades (the world 
of the dead) are now defeated and discarded forever. The second death and the 
lake of fire are synonymous expressions. The evil foes of God and His people are 
condemned for eternity (20:11-15). 


1 Cp. Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13-14; Mt. 19:28; 28:18; Lk. 1:30-33; Ac. 2:34-35; Rm. 5:17, 21; 1 Corinthians 15:24-28; 
Ephesians 1:20-21; Phil. 2:9-11; 1 Tim. 6:15; 2 Tim. 2:11-12;1 Pt. 3:22; Rev. 5:10; 11:15; 20:6; 22:5. 
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Chapter 21 


I then saw a totally transformed heaven and earth which was so different 
from the first heaven and earth. It was a re-formation, so to speak, in which all 
opposition and rebellion against God was terminated. There was no more separa¬ 
tion between God and His people. God Himself, of course, is the One Who made it 
such. The bond of perfect union and interactions with God and His people made it 
so special. Never again would there be any kind or form of dislocations or difficul¬ 
ties to mar their fellowship and partnership. Then a powerful message from the 
throne of God was heard that He and His people dwell together and would for¬ 
ever be inseparable. The eternal atmosphere would be such that all pain, sorrow, 
and death would never be encountered or experienced again. And then God 
Himself declared that He is making all things new and that His declaration is 
worthy of trust because it is anchored in truth (no deception of any kind at any 
time ever again). Perfection cannot be improved upon, and He Who is perfect 
makes it so. His very being is such that when He speaks, and promises that all His 
plans are fulfilled or achieved, He means just that. He is always trustworthy. His 
greatness and the manifold wonders of His grace will never be transcended. The 
longings of all His people will always be satisfied because those longings will al¬ 
ways be in conjunction with His will and purpose. Those who have opposed and 
oppressed God and His people with their immoral attitudes and behaviors will 
never be allowed to irritate and aggravate the union between God and His people 
again. They will be banished forever from God, His people, and all that is good 
and wholesome. They will only know the miseries which the miserable deserve 
and which match or fit their character (21:1-8). 

God's people, on the other hand, will always know the favor and protec¬ 
tion of God Himself. The interactions between God and His people will be endless 
and perfect, and the sufferings which preceded such interactions will be no more. 
The stability, security, and spaciousness of this perfect fellowship will be perfect 
within themselves. Furthermore, it will be permanent. The majesty of God will 
elicit adoration and praise. Since God Himself is light, He is the One Whose very 
presence will always provide clarity, purpose, and awareness of what is good and 
appropriate. Since no darkness of any kind will be near to darken the glorious 
realities in focus, the light of God's presence will always be sufficient. People of 
God from all over the world will bask in His presence - safe and secure forever¬ 
more. Nothing that is detestable, vile, and corrupt will be experienced again. Not 
one person who denies that Jesus is the Christ of God, and practices other forms 
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of falsehoods, will be near. Only the people of God will know and be known by 
God and one another (21:9-27). 


Chapter 22 

As I continued to behold the dwelling place of God and His people, I saw 
that there was no need which was not met by the provisions of God. It was like 
being in the original garden of eden, before it was contaminated by sin, for it was 
full of life and was fruitful continuously. There were no health problems of any 
kind. Indeed, God knows exactly how to provide and care for His own. Plus, God 
and His Son are the main focus of everything and everyone. Everyone knows God 
and everyone is known by God. To serve God is the highest privilege there is. The 
light of God will have banished every form of darkness. Life in its truest sense and 
fullest form are perfectly realized at last. God and His people will reign forever¬ 
more (22:1-5). 

I then heard words which carried me back to the earlier words which had 
been spoken to me about God's character and dependability. Through His mes¬ 
sengers, God makes known His will, just as He has always done since the prophets 
of old. The principles and concepts which were true then are the same principles 
and concepts which are true now. God is always the God of the now. So, those 
who hear and heed the message within this writing are blessed beyond imagina¬ 
tion; fortunate, for sure, to be in the presence and among the people of God 
(22:6-7). 

In fact, I, John, cannot help but provide positive and confirming testimony 
or witness to the value and validity of what I have both seen and heard. Again, so 
overcome with awe was I that I fell down in worship before the messenger. He 
quickly informed me that all servants of God, who are faithful to the message 
within this revelation, are equal and only God was worthy of worship. After all, 
God's servants should not be overly-valued, but simply recognized as the agents 
or instruments through whom He often works (22:8-9). 

I was then told by God's messenger to make sure that the message I had 
seen and heard was communicated to all. The message is such, however, that 
those who practice following God and His ways will continue to grow in their 
faith. But those who resist God and His ways will continue to decline in their 
faithlessness, immorality, and evil ways. Again, as I have said before, character 
reveals itself in one's conduct and choices (22:10-11). 
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Then Jesus declared that He Himself is the One Who will evaluate every¬ 
one's character by the conduct and choices they made. Each will be rewarded in 
accordance with the evidence from them and before Me. After all, I and I alone 
am the Eternal One, uniquely qualified to evaluate the evidence (22:12-13). 

Again, there is a marked or significant contrast between the people of God, 
who are blessed, and those who are not the people of God, who are banished - 
from His presence forever. The characteristics of those who are banished from 
God's presence reveal the lifestyles they adopted and refused to abandon, all of 
which add up to reveal why they are now abandoned by God and repudiated from 
His presence (22:14-15). 

Then Jesus Himself speaks profoundly and powerfully: I am the One Who 
sent the messenger with this message to the churches. I am the Anointed One 
from God; the King of life and light. Without Me there is no hope for anyone 
(22:16). 

So, the Holy Spirit, the people of God, and others who embrace the truth in 
this message, are bidden to join Me in unison and extend the invitation to one 
and all: Come to Me, the essence of living water, and your spiritual thirst will be 
satisfied at once - and for always (22:17). 

So significant is the content of this message that those who modify or seek 
to alter its meaning in any way will only prove that they are not the people of God 
and will fall under the judgment of God (22:18-19). 

Jesus then adds His confirmation to the message, as well as the promise of 
His coming. What could be more important than His ever-abiding presence with 
the people of God. I, John, agreed with Him and urged Him to do so (22:20). 

Since grace is the unmerited favor and goodwill of God to people who do 
not deserve it and cannot earn it, it is certainly welcoming for the people of God 
to hear it again at the close of this message of victory for God and His own - truly 
it is (22:21). 
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